
November 2015

To Whom It May Concern;
 
The Buckhorn District Tourist Association has been watching the review process for LDISS with
great concern and we will continue to do so. As an organization made up of around 125
businesses, we believe that a strong community must have all of the necessary infrastructure
people require.  Having a high school is a necessary part of the core for a vibrant and healthy
community. We are already very concerned that our children must travel to Lakefield. It is
inconceivable that they be sent twice that distance to Peterborough for their education. Children
should not have to travel extreme distances to receive an education.
 
As an organization made up of various businesses, we have many business families who require
essential community services such as schools. Businesses rely on schools so that they can
continue to operate successfully, while ensuring their families’ basic needs are met. If there is no
high school within a reasonable distance to surrounding communities, the business growth in this
area could stall. Many people will choose not to move to, or stay in, an area which does not have
these essential services. We foresee staff shortages in the peak summer months with a lack of
available student employees, as well as a smaller pool of full time employees and customers. The
negative trickle- down effect this would have on our community would be profound. Our
community’s population and businesses will surely suffer dire consequences if it no longer has a
high school.
 
The general atmosphere of our community will also be negatively affected. Younger generations
bring a huge source of energy, enthusiasm and community spirit to this area. We need to attract
more families and businesses to our area, not fewer. 
                                                                                                                                                             
While we understand the fiscal problems of decreasing enrollment, we fear both the economic
and the community impact of closing LDISS. We urge you to do everything within your power to
keep this school open and find options, resources and new possibilities for revitalizing this
school. We work with businesses who everyday find creative solutions to the problems they face. 
We urge you to do the same to help ensure a strong, healthy and vibrant rural community.
 
Respectfully,
 
The Buckhorn District Tourist Association Board of Directors

Buckhorn District Tourist Association
1993A Lakehurst Road
Buckhorn, Ontario
K0L 1J0
www.Buckhorn.ca


	Page 1

