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 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
 Lakefield District Secondary School – 
  Lakefield Intermediate School 
 Accommodation Review 
 
 

Q. The Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board (KPR) has identified Lakefield 
District Secondary School (LDSS) and Lakefield Intermediate School, for a review 
for possible closure. What does that mean? Are the schools going to be closed? 

 
A. No decision has been made on the future of the schools. An Accommodation Review 

Committee, which will include representatives from the community and school councils, 
will meet a number of times beginning in October to discuss the student accommodation 
needs at these schools.  
  
Throughout this process, the review committee will share information from the 
community that will inform the final administrative recommendations on the future of the 
schools.  
 
In its initial report, administration is recommending that the schools be closed with 
secondary students to attend Thomas A. Stewart Secondary School beginning in 
September 2016. Elementary students would stay at their home schools until attending 
Thomas A. Stewart SS beginning in Grade 9.  
 
At the conclusion of the Accommodation Review process, the Board of Trustees will 
consider administration’s final recommendations before making any decision on the 
future of the schools. This is expected in February or March of 2016.  
 
 

Q. How would a school closure affect Lakefield Intermediate School students? 
 
A. Current Grade 7 Lakefield Intermediate school students would remain at the school and 

graduate in June 2017. In future, Grade 7 and 8 students from Lakefield District 
Secondary School feeder schools (Apsley Central PS, Buckhorn PS, Ridpath Junior PS 
and Warsaw PS) would remain at their elementary schools. 
 

 
Q. Why have these schools been chosen by KPR for a school review? 
 
A. School board administration has the responsibility to annually bring to the attention of 

Board Trustees schools that, for a number of reasons, may be reviewed for a possible 
closure.  

 
The reasons these schools were identified for this review include their current and 
projected enrolment, and the number and variety of programs they are able to provide to 
students based on this enrolment. 
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Enrolment Decline 
 
Student enrolment continues to decline at Lakefield District Secondary and Intermediate 
School. Enrolment has declined in the secondary school from 653 students to its 
projected enrolment of 262 students for the 2015-16 school year. The intermediate 
school has declined from 227 students to a projected 113 students over a similar period.  
 
Currently, only 41% of the building is being used.  
 
Program Viability 
 
As the number of pupils decline in a secondary school there are fewer programs 
available; choice of programs for current students becomes increasingly limited. The 
declining student population reduces the number of teachers which, in turn, reduces the 
breadth of teaching expertise. 
 
At the current enrolment levels some courses are already offered in multigrade settings 
and others only in alternate years.  
 

 
Q. On what will the Accommodation Review Committee base its discussions? 
 
A. The committee will assist in ensuring administration has as much information from the 

community as possible before the Board makes a final decision on the future of the 
schools. 

 
Among other areas, the committee will discuss: 

 how many students attend the schools now, and how many may be expected in 
future years 

 the educational program available to students  

 the impact of a possible school closure on other schools. 
 
 
Q. Are these committee meetings public? How can I share my thoughts with the 

committee in some way? 
 
A. Yes. All committee meetings are public, and the Board and committee invite parents and 

community members to attend, and to make presentations at a number of committee 
meetings, beginning: 

 
 Monday, November 9, 2015  (6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Lakefield DSS) 

(Two other meeting dates to be determined) 
 
In addition to these public input meetings, the committee may also hold working group 
meetings. Although these meetings will be open to the public to attend, they will be for 
committee work and discussion only. 
 
If you would like to make a formal, written submission to the committee, or simply send a 
letter or e-mail with your thoughts, please contact your school Principal or your local 
Superintendent of Education.  
 
The most up-to-date information on the review will also be available on the Board’s 
website at www.kprschools.ca. 

http://www.kpr.edu.on.ca/
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Q. When will the school review be completed, and what happens after that? 
 
A. The Accommodation Review Committee will begin meeting in October, and 

administration will finalize its report to the Board for the February 25, 2016 Board 
meeting. Administration’s report at that time will include recommendations on the future 
of the schools. 
 
 

Q. When would a school consolidation or closure happen if the Board decided to do 
so? 

 
A. This will depend upon administration’s final recommendations to the Board. 
 
 
Q. Whom can I contact if I have further questions about this review? 
 
A. Again, we welcome all members of the community to take part in this process. If you 

would like to learn more about the school review, please contact your school Principal or 
Greg Ingram, Superintendent of Education, 705-742-9773 Toll free: 1-877-741-4577, 
Extension 2010 or Lorie Wilson, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of 
Education, Extension 2010. 

 
 


