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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
 Your child is presenting with special needs.  We offer this booklet as a 
guide to answer questions you may have at this time. 
 
 Special Education Services within the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School 
Board operate from the belief that all children prefer to be part of their local 
school community.  Furthermore, children benefit from inclusive educational 
practices, which means that all individuals feel respected, accepted and valued in 
their homeschool, where their unique learning styles and needs are addressed.   
 
What does this mean?  
In an inclusive, equitable environment:  

 All members of the school community and workplace feel welcome, 
wanted, that they belong and are appreciated.  

 The school environment and workplace honours diversity and respects 
individuals. Planning, programming and processes reflect and support the 
diversity of the community.  

 All individuals are welcome to, and respectfully encouraged to, participate 
in all activities.  

 Individuals with particular needs are accommodated and included with 
dignity and respect.  

 For the most part, this will happen in the regular classroom at your home school.   
 
 The classroom teacher will be the key educator for your child.  The 
teacher will be supported by school based resources, system based services and 
by you as a partner in your child’s education. 
 
 Students who have special needs may have an Individual Education Plan.  
An IEP is a written plan describing the special education program and/or services 
required by a particular student. It identifies learning expectations that are 
modified from or alternative to the expectations given in the curriculum policy 
document for the appropriate grade and subject or course, and/or any 
accommodations and special education services needed to assist the student in 
achieving his or her learning expectations.  These are created by the classroom 
teacher, in collaboration with parents and other education specialists.  This plan 
guides the work that is needed to build upon your child’s learning and success.   
 
 You, as your child’s best advocate, are a key partner in your child’s 
education and we encourage ongoing regular communication with you. 
 
 Our commitment is to every student, we look forward to supporting your 
child’s journey in school in partnership with you. 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
 

1. If I have concerns about my child’s progress at school, who do I talk 
to? 
 
The classroom teacher is your primary contact. The classroom teacher is 
supported by the school based team, which is comprised of the Special 
Education Resource Teacher, Principal/Vice Principal and the teacher. 
 

2. If it is determined through assessment that my child has special 
educational needs, what steps will then be taken? 
 
- The in school team will review the assessment data to determine 

strengths, needs and program goals 
- Based on the data, goals will be set to meet your child’s needs (annual 

learning goals in areas of need) 
- Intervention strategies and programming adjustments will be made 

(example, reduced expectations, use of technology, extra time, etc) 
- If required, an Individual Education Plan will be developed 

 
3. What is the Parent’s Guide to Special Education? 

 
The Parent’s Guide to Special Education is a Ministry of Education 
mandated document.  The Education Act requires that a school board 
provide special education programs and services to exceptional pupils.  
The purpose of the Parent’s Guide is to provide you with information about 
special education services and the Identification, Placement and Review 
Committee (IPRC).   

 
4. What is an Individual Education Plan (IEP)? 

 
An IEP is a written plan describing the special education program and/or 
services required by a student, based on ongoing assessment of the 
student's strengths and needs. 

 
 

5. How often is an Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.) reviewed? 
 
The IEP must be reviewed within 30 days of the start of the program. 
Typically, this is the start of the school year or semester.  The IEP is a 
legal, working document, which means it can be reviewed at any point 
throughout the year in consultation with parents.  
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6. How do I go about having my child be presented to the formal 
Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) meeting to 
access special education services, and what is the purpose? 
 
In Kawartha Pine Ridge District School students are not required to have 
an IPRC meeting to access special education service. An IEP can be 
created without a formal identification, as long as there is assessment 
data to support the creation of one.  What is more critical for your child’s 
education is the creation of an IEP.  This can be done without going 
through a formal identification. 
 

7. When is an IPRC meeting necessary? 
 
In Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board the IPRC meeting is only 
necessary when a formal identification is required to place a student in a 
congregated class, to apply for a Provincial Demonstration School,  or if a 
parent requests one.   

 
 

8. Who can support my child in the school? 
 
Within every school there is an in school team to support your child, this 
includes the classroom teacher, special education resource teacher, and 
principal/vice-principal.  The in school team then has the supports of the 
various system level staff (Instructional Leadership Consultant, Behaviour 
Support Assistant, Psychologist, School Board Counsellor, Itinerant 
Teachers, Speech and Language Pathologists) 
  

9. How does my child get an Educational Assistant (EA)? 
 
Each year the needs of students are looked at from the perspective of the 
school as a whole.  School support staff are assigned to meet the needs 
of the school.  Support staff within the building are fluid and not typically 
assigned to one specific student.  Our goal is to increase independence 
for our students, support staff may be available to support this goal. 
 
 

 
 


