KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING OF
KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom, Education Centre
1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, Ontario
Due to the current health advisory, the meeting will be held through
the WebEx platform.
Click the following link to join the meeting: Click here

REVISED

AGENDA

ITEM 1.

CALL TO ORDER
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

ITEM 2.

NATIONAL ANTHEM AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE

ITEM 3.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

ITEM 4.

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

ITEM 5.

INFORMATION ITEM
5.1

ITEM 6.

Ongoing School Reopening Planning - **

ADJOURNMENT

– **Copy Attached
Note: If unable to attend, please advise Linda Burton, Executive Liaison to the
Trustees, at linda_burton@kprdsb.ca.

Item 5.1

September 8, 2021

KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
TO:

Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board

TOPIC:

Ongoing School Reopening Planning

INITIATOR:

Rita Russo, Director of Education

BACKGROUND
1.

The Ministry of Education has provided, and continues to provide on an ongoing
basis, guidance and direction to school boards across the province on school
operations for 2021-2022.
KPR’s Return to School Plan (Appendix A) is based on the Ministry's guidance
and provides important information about the structure of the school day, health
and safety strategies, student supports and other areas.

STATUS
2.

Senior administration is engaged in ongoing work to operationalize the provincial
directives on school operations. The implementation of these directives are
informed through consultation with our four local public health units, and our key
strategic priorities to: Inspire our Students to Excel in Learning, Succeed in Life
and Enrich our Communities.

3.

School reopening planning encompasses a number of broad-based areas,
including, but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ventilation
Protective Strategies
The School Day
Management of COVID-19 in Schools
Student Transportation
Vaccine Clinics
Supports for Students
Specific Academic Programs and Requirements
Extra-Curricular Activities and Clubs
Community Use of Schools

RECOMMENDATION
1.

That the Ongoing School Reopening Planning Report, dated September 8, 2021,
be received for information.

Rita Russo
Director of Education
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WELCOME BACK!
We are pleased to welcome students, staff and families back to
our local public schools this September 7th!
After many months of challenge and change, we are looking
forward to re-engaging in face-to-face learning!
We are incredibly proud of the strength, resilience and growth
our students and staff have demonstrated through these difficult
and demanding times. We have learned a lot about ourselves,
the importance of relationships, and the value of our KPR family as a community of care. Together, we
have reinforced the strong bond our students and staff share as members of our learning community
and we will continue to focus on student well-being, engagement and achievement.
This document outlines the COVID-19 protocols that will continue to be in place this year, including daily
screening, cohorting (keeping students together in specific groups or classes), masking while indoors and
physical distancing. We are also pleased to see the gradual return to many of the regular activities that
make schools come alive – such as school assemblies, extracurricular activities, sports, clubs, music
programs and field trips.
Our planning for a safe return-to-school is based on Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health
guidelines. We will also continue to work collaboratively with our four local public health units.
At the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board, we believe it is a gift to work in public education. The
energy, curiosity and passion of our students is inspiring and serves as a guide for us all, as we move
forward in hope and optimism.
Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and happy return to school!
Sincerely,

Diane Lloyd
Chairperson of the Board

Rita Russo
Director of Education
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Return to School Plan 2021-2022
The Ministry of Education released its guidance on the return to school for 2021-2022 on August 3, 2021,
followed by further guidance on August 13th. This information serves as the foundation for the safe
return to in-person learning for the upcoming school year.
KPR’s Return to School Plan 2021-2022 is based on the Ministry's guidance. Our plan provides important
information for students and families about the structure of the school day, health and safety strategies,
student supports and more. It will be updated with new information as it becomes available.
We continue to be committed to ongoing communication with families to provide important school-level
information and board-wide updates. During the school year, classroom teachers and school principals
will be your main contact for information about your child and local school programming.

The School Day
Elementary schools will reopen for in-person learning, with the continuation of enhanced health and
safety protocols. Students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 will attend school five days per week, with
300 minutes of instruction per day, remaining in one cohort as much as possible for the full day. Students
may be placed into small groups (for special education support, English-language learning) with students
from other cohorts.
Students may use common spaces (e.g., cafeterias, libraries). Different cohorts will be allowed to interact
outside with distancing encouraged, or inside with distancing and masking. Specialized education staff
and teachers, such as French teachers and education support staff (for example, education assistants)
are permitted to go into classrooms and to attend multiple schools to provide the full breadth of
programming for students.
Secondary schools will reopen for in-person learning for the full duration of the school day (five
instructional hours), with enhanced health and safety protocols. For the fall semester, school boards
have been instructed to timetable students with no more than two courses at a time in case more
restrictive measures need to be put in place, based on the public health situation.
Virtual learning
While we continue to focus on face-to-face learning as the ideal learning model for students, we also will
continue to offer virtual school this year. Secondary students will be able to enter or exit full-time virtual
learning in September 2021 and February 2022. Elementary students will be able to enter or exit
full-time virtual learning at the following designated times in the school year: beginning of September,
Fall Progress Report (mid-November), Term 1 Final Report (early February), and spring 2022.
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The virtual school will provide students with 300 minutes of learning opportunities and adhere to
requirements outlined in the Ministry of Education’s Policy/Program Memorandum No. 164, which
outlines remote learning requirements for school boards, including providing access to remote learning
devices and minimum synchronous (live) learning time.

Ventilation
Improving ventilation and/or filtration in classrooms and learning environments supports healthy and
safe learning environments for students and staff. Student and staff well-being is our highest priority.
With financial support from the federal and provincial governments for COVID-related safety
improvements, KPR has been actively taking the following steps over the past year:
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

Many KPR schools have centrally controlled air exchange systems, monitored and maintained in
optimal condition by qualified staff. At these schools, we installed higher grade air filters (MERV
13 filters). The systems also have alarms so that we can identify and fix problems immediately.
We upgraded the minimum amount of fresh air in our air exchange systems from 20% to at least
35%.
We placed over 400 stand-alone HEPA (high efficiency particulate air) filter units in classrooms
that were not serviced by a mechanical HVAC system.
Air inside our schools is totally exchanged 1-2 hours before students and staff arrive each day.
We hired an independent HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning) consultant to review all
of our plans and ensure we are taking the best possible steps for the next 5 years.
KPR is continuing to apply $10.75 million in federal and provincial grants for COVID-related
improvements, over the rest of this year. They include major projects at 10 elementary and
secondary schools to replace older HVAC systems, as well as installation of 206 hands-free bottle
filling stations at all schools and five new portables at our schools. We also have upgraded the
HVAC systems in 40 portables.
All new schools being built meet or exceed health and safety standards.

All Kindergarten classrooms will have a portable HEPA unit, whether or not they are already serviced by a
mechanical air exchange system. As a result of these steps, ALL classrooms in KPR will be serviced by
either a stand-alone HEPA unit, a mechanical HVAC system, or both. In addition, all schools will have
hands-free water bottle filling stations.
Our schools will continue to encourage and support outdoor education, and open windows where
possible to augment ventilation for classrooms and learning environments.
More information about ventilation is available on our website. Please click here to visit our website.
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Protective Strategies
Schools will use multiple strategies to support healthier and safer environments for students and staff as
detailed below. There is not one specific measure that will prevent transmission from occurring in
schools; but, rather there are multiple elements that contribute to making schools healthier spaces and
reduce the risk of illness for everyone.
Each of the measures listed below provides some benefit in reducing spread. However, it is the
combination and consistent use of these controls together that is most effective for reducing the spread
of illness in schools.
Screening
All staff and students must self-screen every day before attending school, using the provincial school
screening tool. Any staff, student or visitor who does not pass the screening procedures should not
attend school.
All staff and students who are experiencing any symptom consistent with COVID-19, as identified in the
screening tool, must not attend school and should follow the guidance provided in the screening tool,
which may include seeking appropriate medical attention as required, and/or getting tested for
COVID-19.
The Ministry of Education may direct school boards and schools to perform daily on-site confirmation of
self-screening, such as during a period of potential higher transmission (for example, after a holiday
period). Schools will communicate this information directly to families throughout the school year.
Student masks
Students in Grades 1 to 12 are required to wear properly fitted non-medical or cloth masks indoors in
school, including in hallways and during classes, as well as on school vehicles, with reasonable exceptions
for medical conditions. More information is available at www.kprschools.ca as part of the KPR Face Mask
Protocol.
While students in Kindergarten are not required to wear masks, we strongly encourage Kindergarten
students to wear cloth masks in indoor spaces, as well as on school transportation vehicles.
Masks may be temporarily removed indoors to consume food or drink, with a minimum distance of two
metres maintained between cohorts and as much distancing as possible within a cohort. Where they
can be worn safely based on the activity, masking is encouraged for engaging in indoor physical activity.
Students are not required to wear masks outdoors, but distancing will be encouraged as much as
possible.
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Students are expected to bring their own masks to wear on student transportation and at school.
Non-medical three-ply masks will also be made available by schools for students if needed.
Staff personal protective equipment (PPE)
The Board will continue to provide school staff with required PPE, including medical masks
(surgical/procedural), eye protection and other PPE based on their specific role/job functions (for
example, gloves, gowns).
Medical masks (surgical/procedural) must be worn by school staff and visitors indoors in school,
including in hallways and during classes. Staff must maintain two metres distance from others when
consuming food/drinks.
Medical masks are required to be worn by school staff outdoors if two metres of distance from others
cannot be maintained. Eye protection is also required if a staff member comes within two metres of an
unmasked individual both indoors and outdoors, as per occupational health and safety requirements
Eye protection is not required for education staff working with students who wear masks. Eye protection
for school bus drivers should not interfere with the safe operation of vehicles and is intended to protect
drivers during close contact with students, such as during boarding and exiting.
Please see KPR’s Mask Protocol for more details about school staff PPE requirements.
Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
Hand hygiene (hand washing or sanitizing) and respiratory etiquette (covering mouth and nose when
coughing and sneezing and disposing of soiled tissues/masks) are among the most important protective
strategies. Schools will continue to remind students of appropriate hand hygiene and respiratory
etiquette, including the use of alcohol-based hand rub (ABHR), and reinforce its use. This may involve
scheduling breaks to allow students to wash their hands at appropriate times during the school day.
Hand hygiene should be conducted by anyone entering the school and incorporated into the daily
schedule at regular intervals during the day, above and beyond what is usually recommended (for
example, before eating food, after using the washroom).
Signage with reminders will continue to be posted throughout schools.
● Soap and water is preferred when it’s readily available.
● Alcohol based hand rub (ABHR) can be used by children. It is most effective when hands are not
visibly soiled.
● For any dirt, blood, body fluids, hand washing with soap and water is preferred.
● Support or modifications will be provided to allow students with special needs to regularly
perform hand hygiene as independently as possible.
● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Put your used tissue in the
wastebasket.
8
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Staff and students will be provided the supplies they need to conduct appropriate hand hygiene and
respiratory etiquette.
Alcohol based hand rub (ABHR) with a minimum 60% alcohol concentration will be available throughout
the school (including ideally at the entry point to each classroom) and/or plain liquid soap in dispensers,
sinks and paper towels in dispensers.
●

Public Health Ontario’s how to wash your hands (PDF) fact sheet.

Distancing and congregating
As much distancing as possible between students, between students and staff and between staff
members will continue to be promoted. Physical distancing measures will be used together with other
public health measures such as screening, hand hygiene, cohorting, enhanced cleaning and masking.
●
●
●
●

Schools will remove unnecessary furniture and place desks with as much distancing as possible.
Desks will face forward rather than in circles or groupings, where possible.
Student movement will be staggered, when possible, to limit the number of students in the
hallways.
Congregation of teachers/staff should be limited to minimize potential for adult-to-adult
transmission.

School arrival and departure and signage
Schools will continue to have in place school arrival and departure procedures that support physical
distancing as much as possible. Staggered entry times may be considered, depending on school
enrollment and facility layout. Other approaches may include:
●
●
●

maximizing the use of all possible entrances/exits for the beginning and end of school days
creating designated routes for students to get to and from classrooms
providing visual cues, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to guide appropriate
distances in lines and at other times (for example, creating “one-way routes” in hallways).

Hand sanitizer should be available at school entrances and exits and in classrooms.
Recess and breaks outdoors
Students do not need to stay within their cohort during recess and breaks outdoors, but distancing
should be encouraged between cohorts as much as possible. Staggered recesses may be considered,
depending on school enrollment and facility layout.
Shared materials outdoors are permitted, including use of play structures, with appropriate hand
hygiene routines and respiratory etiquette.

9

Appendix A Item 5.1

September 8, 2021

Cleaning program
All schools will continue to implement enhanced cleaning protocols to support healthy, safe school
facilities. Pandemic Cleaning includes the increased cleaning and disinfecting of all high touch surfaces in
schools - two times per day.
High touch surfaces include: washrooms (e.g. toilet fixtures, faucets), eating areas (e.g. tables, sinks,
countertops), doorknobs, light switches, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, touch screens, push
buttons, handrails, computers, photocopiers, and other equipment.
High touch surfaces in classrooms used for Before and After School Child Care Programs will be cleaned
before a new group comes in to use the room.
In addition, our schools are taking the following steps:
● Electrostatic disinfectant spraying in schools affected by confirmed COVID cases.
● Increased number of custodians to ensure high priority cleaning takes place
At the end of each school day, an afternoon shift of custodial workers will thoroughly clean schools to
ensure a safe environment for students the next day.
Shared materials
Shared materials are important for learning (for example, toys for creative play in Kindergarten,
manipulatives for math, computers and other tech materials, books, art supplies, indoor physical
education equipment and shared outdoor equipment). The use of shared materials is permitted. The risk
associated with transmission with shared objects is low. The focus should be on regular hand hygiene
and respiratory etiquette to reduce the risk of infection related to shared equipment, particularly when
regular cleaning of shared objects is not possible.
Shared spaces
Shared spaces, such as libraries (for group and individual use) and computer/technology labs, are
permitted. Use of lockers/cubbies is permitted. In shared indoor spaces, masking and as much distancing
as possible should be maintained between cohorts.
In-school student-to-student peer support programs such as “reading buddies” are permitted, with
masking and distancing in place.
Cafeteria use and lunch protocols
Students and staff may eat together:
● outdoors, without distancing
● indoors, with a minimum distance of two metres maintained between cohorts and as much
distancing as possible within a cohort.
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Larger schools will limit the number of students and cohorts eating lunch in proximity to each other
(examples include staggered lunch periods, eating outdoors or in alternative spaces).
Use of cafeterias and lunch rooms is permitted as follows:
● Capacity limits (with signage and visual cues) for cafeterias will be established to enable two
metres distancing between cohorts, and as much distancing as possible within cohorts.
Students are permitted to leave school grounds during lunch breaks, based on school-based guidelines.
Each student is encouraged to bring their own labeled drink bottle, kept with them during the day and
not shared.
Food programs
Nutrition/third-party food programs and non-instructional food events (such as a pizza day) are
permitted to operate, provided that food handlers use adequate food handling and safety practices.
Assemblies
School assemblies or other student/school gatherings are permitted by provincial guidance if they are in
compliance with the relevant provincial requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act - including
masking, physical distancing and capacity limits.
Schools are taking a gradual, cautious approach to resuming this activity. As of September 3, schools will
not hold indoor assemblies.
Visitors
Visitors to a school, including parents/caregivers, are required to self-screen and to wear a medical mask
(for example, surgical/procedural) while on school premises. A medical mask will be provided by the
school if needed. Visitors should make an appointment prior to coming to the school, and sign-in at the
main office upon arrival.
Schools will confirm the daily self-screening of all visitors prior to or upon their arrival at school.
Frequent visitors/volunteers will not be permitted in schools at this time, until the provincially mandated
vaccination disclosure policy is in place. Scheduled parent meetings and orientations may continue.

Management of COVID-19 in Schools
KPR schools and the school board will work closely with local public health units regarding the
management and reporting of COVID-19 cases in schools for the 2021-2022 school year.
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In the event of confirmed COVID cases in schools, Public Health is responsible for case and contact
management. They will determine the specific steps that students or staff need to take, such as testing,
self-isolation or self-monitoring for symptoms.
We are required to follow guidelines from the Ministry of Education, Public Health and Privacy laws and
guidelines in terms of how we report confirmed cases, and what we communicate to families.
We WILL communicate about confirmed COVID cases in the following ways:
● We will tell families if there is a confirmed COVID-19 case in a school. Once we are notified by
the local public health unit that there is a confirmed case in a school, we will share that
information directly with the school community through School Messenger.
● If public health advises that a class, cohort or school will be closed for a period of time, students,
staff and families will be informed immediately.
● Confirmed cases will be posted on school and school board websites.
● Information on ‘outbreaks’ (two or more cases deemed to be linked through school
transmission) will also be posted on the board’s and public health unit’s websites.
We CANNOT provide information about:
•
Individual staff or students. To protect privacy, we cannot share personal or personal health
information about individual students or staff members. We cannot identify if someone has a confirmed
case of COVID-19, has gone for testing, or is self-isolating.
•
Students or staff who are ill or absent from school.
Provincial guidelines outline how possible exposure to COVID-19 will be managed in schools by local
health units. Staff and students who are fully immunized will have fewer restrictions than those who are
unvaccinated.
Highlights from COVID-19 Guidance: School Case, Contact, and Outbreak Management include:
●

●
●

Fully immunized, asymptomatic family members and contacts of confirmed or probable cases
may not have to isolate. The same applies if they were positive within the previous 90 days and
have since been cleared. “Asymptomatic” people have no COVID symptoms.
High-risk contacts who are not fully immunized or were not positive and cleared within the past
90 days will have to isolate for 10 days and go for testing.
High-risk contacts who are fully immunized or were positive within the past 90 days will be
directed to get tested as soon as possible after learning of the exposure.

Local public health units will determine the isolation and testing requirements for all COVID exposures in
schools, through contact and case management. Schools will work collaboratively with the health units
and communicate all required information to staff and families.

12

Appendix A Item 5.1

September 8, 2021

Student Transportation
Capacity
Buses will be permitted to operate at full capacity. Where school transportation vehicles are able to
operate at less than full capacity, students should be seated in a manner that maximizes physical
distancing. The seat directly behind the driver in school buses should remain empty to maintain physical
distancing between the driver and students. This distancing measure may not be applicable to other
vehicle types such as vans or cars. Windows should be opened when feasible to increase ventilation.
Assigned seats
Students should be assigned seats and a record of the seating plan should be kept to assist with contact
tracing in the case of a student or driver contracting COVID-19. Students who live in the same household
or are in the same classroom cohort should be seated together where possible.
Masks are required
The use of non-medical masks for students in Grades 1 to 12 is required on school vehicles. Students in
Kindergarten are strongly encouraged to wear masks on student transportation. Exceptions may be
made for students with medical conditions or special needs that prevent masking. Please see KPR’s Mask
Protocol for more details about exemptions.
Cleaning
School vehicles should follow an enhanced cleaning protocol of disinfecting high-touch surfaces (for
example, handrails, seatbacks) at least twice daily.

Vaccination
Vaccination is an important tool to help stop the spread of COVID-19 and allow students, families, and
staff to safely resume normal activities. Vaccination rates may provide opportunities to reduce restrictive
measures in schools over time.
We encourage all eligible students, staff and parents/caregivers to get vaccinated. Vaccines are safe,
effective and the best way to protect yourself, your child and your family from COVID-19.
The Ministry of Education is introducing a vaccination disclosure policy for all school board employees.
This means employees must inform the Board whether they are vaccinated. Staff who are not
immunized will have to participate in regular rapid tests (at least once a week). More information about
this policy has been provided to staff through an Operations Memo and FAQ document.
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Voluntary vaccination clinics in schools this fall will make vaccines even more convenient and accessible
for eligible students, their families, educators and school staff. This information will be shared directly
with families and posted on our website. Contact information for the health units that serve KPR schools
is listed in the Additional Resources section at the end of this document.
For more information about the COVID-19 vaccine, please visit:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario

Supports for Students
Special education
KPR recognizes the unique challenges experienced by students with special education needs during this
time, and that additional support will be required to help these students learn and thrive as schools
reopen. Guidance to support students with special education will include:
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Considering changes in the school environment and/or remote learning needs when reviewing
and updating Individual Education Plans (IEPs).
Considering additional planning and transition time for students with special education needs to
support a smoother transition to school.
Safely supporting the return of medically fragile students by consulting with local public health
authorities on options for personal protective equipment (PPE), staff training, and potential
continued remote learning options.
Accommodating the needs of students who require significant personal support, including
considering options for personal protective equipment for both staff and students.
Providing guidance relating to assistive technology.
Considering alternate attendance options for students depending on their needs.
Working with partners to develop local protocols for the access of non-school based providers,
such as rehabilitation therapists and nursing staff, and supporting remote delivery of these
services if in-school delivery is not possible.

Mental health and well-being
Student mental health and well-being will be a core element of the re-entry to school plan. It is
foundational in ensuring a return to a welcoming environment that supports learning.
Supports for student mental health and well-being will include the following components:
● Professional learning for system leaders, educators and mental health professionals to support
the approach to school re-entry, as well as throughout the school year.
● A tiered approach for mental health supports that will capture all students and target intensive
help to those who have been most affected by the COVID-19 outbreak.
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Collaboration with child and youth mental health agencies to support stronger connections and
make the best use of mental health resources and supports across the integrated system of care.
Increased social work and support staff available for schools, including remote delivery of mental
health services, using virtual care platforms, if needed.
A focus on understanding the needs of students and collaborating with community partners to
deliver culturally relevant supports for students.
Actively monitor student attendance and engagement.

Specific Academic Programs and Requirements
Cooperative education
For students enrolled in cooperative education courses, in-person community placements can be
arranged in alignment with the relevant provincial requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act, the
direction and recommendations of the local health unit and with the safety and curriculum requirements
of the Cooperative Education curriculum (PDF). If in-person placements are not possible, students should
be offered virtual placements. In the event that public health guidance or direction changes during a
placement and the student cannot complete their co-op placement in-person or virtually, educators will
work with the student to modify their co-op learning plans that allow the student to achieve the
curriculum expectations and earn the credit(s).
Music
Music programs are permitted in areas with adequate ventilation. Singing and the use of wind
instruments will be permitted:
●

●
●

Use of wind instruments is permitted indoors within a cohort if a minimum distance of two
metres or more can be maintained. As much distance as possible should be encouraged and use
of large, well-ventilated spaces should be prioritized.
Use of wind instruments is permitted outdoors in mixed cohorts with distancing encouraged.
Singing is permitted indoors. Masking is encouraged but not required for singing indoors if a
minimum distance of two metres can be maintained between cohorts and as much distance as
possible maintained within a cohort.

If shared, wind instruments must be sanitized between use.
Health and physical education
In elementary and secondary health and physical education courses, the use of gymnasiums, change
rooms, weight rooms, indoor physical education equipment and shared outdoor equipment are
permitted with distancing.
High and low contact activities are permitted indoors and outdoors as follows:
● Masking is not required when playing high or low contact activities outdoors.

15

Appendix A Item 5.1

September 8, 2021

●

Masking is encouraged for indoor sports where they can be worn safely based on the activity.

●

Windows should be opened when feasible to increase ventilation.

Schools are taking a gradual approach to resuming indoor activities. There will be no high-contact sports
played indoors at this time (for example, basketball, football, hockey, lacrosse, rugby, soccer, wrestling),
but these activities may continue outdoors.
Field trips
Day trips and overnight stays are permitted and should follow the relevant provincial requirements
under the Reopening Ontario Act.
For day and overnight trips, anyone entering the area must be screened upon arrival and the
pick-up/drop-off of students should happen outside of the area or within a designated and isolated area.
Students should be cohorted throughout the duration of the trip, with the number of students and staff
to a cohort varying based on grouping arrangements.
Keeping daily accurate records of individuals entering the program setting (name, contact information,
time of arrival/departure, screening completion) is required to facilitate contact tracing.
Staggering arrival and departure times is recommended to support cohorting and physical distancing
measures. Operating programs in consistent cohorts (with assigned staff members) who stay together is
recommended throughout the duration of the program.
EQAO
For the 2021-2022 school year, regular EQAO assessments for Grades 3 and 6 will resume in the new
digital format for math, reading and writing. Students in Grade 9 math will write the Grade 9 math digital
adaptive assessment and the results of the assessment may count towards up to 10% of the student’s
final mark. EQAO assessments are required to be done in-person at the school. Students learning
virtually can choose to participate in the EQAO assessments in-person as long as all applicable health and
safety measures can be met.
Literacy and community involvement graduation requirements
The literacy graduation requirement is waived for students graduating in the 2021-2022 school year. The
literacy graduation requirement will be restored for students graduating in the 2022-2023 school year.
Students in Grades 10 and 11 and non-graduating students, including those who are learning remotely,
are required to work towards the literacy graduation requirement, through participation in the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT), adjudication or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course
(OSSLC).
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The community involvement graduation requirement has been reduced from 40 hours to a minimum of
20 hours of community involvement activities for students graduating in the 2021-2022 school year.
Temporary changes to reduce barriers students may face to earn their community involvement hours
and provide greater flexibility in how they earn their hours will continue for the 2021-2022 school year.
The community involvement graduation requirement of 40 hours will be restored in 2022-2023 and
students working towards their OSSD will be supported to meet these requirements in time for their
graduating year.
Adult and continuing education
Delivery options for programs offered by boards through Adult and Continuing Education such as
International and Indigenous Languages, Adult Credit as well as Literacy and Numeracy, may vary in
approach — in alignment with this return to school direction — to include remote and in-person models
taking into account the health and safety of students.

Extra-curricular Activities and Community Use of Schools
Clubs
Clubs, activities, sport teams, bands (subject to above music guidelines) and extra-curriculars are
permitted. Cohorts may interact outdoors with physical distancing encouraged, and indoors with
masking and appropriate physical distancing.
Guidance provided in the protective strategies and academic requirements section above apply to all
extra-curricular activities.
Inter-school sport activities
Measures for inter-school sport activities should follow the requirements in the health and physical
education section for schools.
● High and low contact activities are permitted outdoors without masking.
●

High and low contact activities are permitted indoors. Masking is encouraged for indoor sports
where they can be worn safely based on the activity.

Before and after school programs and community use of schools
Schools, child care operators and authorized recreation providers in schools should follow the guidance
for before and after school programs and collaborate to ensure that student lists and information are
maintained and readily available to be provided to public health for contact tracing purposes in
accordance with all applicable legislation, including the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
KPR hopes to resume Community Use of Schools programming during the 2021-2022 school year, and
will provide updates and information to user groups in advance of the school year.
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Should the Board determine to resume Community Use of Schools, all programming must comply with
the applicable provincial requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act. Any visitors to a school are
required to self-screen and to wear a mask while on school premises. At the advice of the local public
health unit, school boards may be asked to restrict community access.
Schools and community groups will collaborate to ensure that student/visitor lists and information are
maintained and readily available to be provided to public health for contact tracing purposes in
accordance with all applicable legislation, including the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

Ongoing Communication
We are committed to continuing to provide families with accurate and up-to-date information
throughout this school year.
Please check our website regularly (www.kprschools.ca) for new updates and follow us on Twitter
(@kprschools) for the latest information.

Contact Us
For school-specific concerns, please contact your child’s school. For all other inquiries, please email us at
kpr_info@kprdsb.ca providing as much information as possible, to help us connect you with the correct
staff person for response.

Additional Resources
Ministry of Health
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
Travel Advice and Advisories
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories
Durham Region Health Department
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/novel-coronavirus-update.aspx\
Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit
www.hkpr.on.ca/covid-19/
Peterborough Public Health
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www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
Prince Edward Hastings Public Health Unit
https://hpepublichealth.ca/
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