
 

KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 

 

PROGRAM REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom, 1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, Ontario 

 

 

A G E N D A 
 

 

ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT     
We would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional 
territory of the Mississauga First Nations. 

 

ITEM 2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

ITEM 3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

ITEM 4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
for the Meeting held on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

 

ITEM 5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

ITEM 6. PRESENTATIONS/DELEGATIONS 

  

ITEM 7. DECISION ITEMS 

7.1 Decision Reports 
Nil 
 

7.2 Policy Reviews 
7.2.1 Board Policy ES-3.8, Special Education 

 

ITEM 8. INFORMATION ITEMS 

8.1  Student Achievement Reports 
 Nil      

 

8.2  Student Achievement Initiatives 
8.2.1 Ministry of Education Memorandum 158 – Concussion Safety 
8.2.2 eLearning Update 

 

8.3  Discussion Items 
8.3.1 Secondary Staffing Process Update 
8.3.2 Take Your MPP to Work  

 

ITEM 9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

ITEM 10. BOARD MEMBER ADDITIONS 
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ITEM 11. FUTURE MEETING DATES   
  April 14, 2020 
  May 12, 2020 
  June 8, 2020 

(all Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Boardroom unless otherwise noted) 
 

ITEM 12. ADJOURNMENT 
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KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 

DRAFT PROGRAM REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom, Education Centre, Peterborough, ON 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
 
Present: Trustees J. Klassen Jeninga (Acting Committee Chairperson), D. Lloyd 

(Chairperson of the Board), S. Bobka (Vice-chairperson of the Board), 
C. Abraham and C. Dickson.  

 
  Trustees S. Russell (Committee Chairperson) and K. Dupuis attended 

the meeting via audio conference. 
 
Also Present: G. Ingram, J. Tompkins, J. Ford, K. Norris, J. Bond, A. Fletcher, L. 

Hickerson, E. Hinan, S. McGee, M. Rupke and P. Jones. 
 
Trustee J. Klassen Jeninga assumed the role of Acting Committee Chairperson on 
behalf of Committee Chairperson S. Russell, who attended the meeting via audio 
conference. 
 
Trustee Klassen Jeninga called the meeting to order and welcomed members and 
guests to the meeting.  It was acknowledged that the Committee was meeting on the 
traditional territory of the Mississauga First Nations.  
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
MOVED BY C. Abraham, SECONDED BY D. Lloyd 
That the agenda be adopted as printed. 

CARRIED 
 
Adoption of Minutes 
 
MOVED BY C. Abraham, SECONDED BY D. Lloyd 
That the Minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, be 
adopted as recorded. 

           CARRIED 
 
Delegation 
 
Ellen Hinan, First Vice President, OSSTF District 14, spoke to the impacts being felt in 
classrooms as a result of cuts to education, sharing information and views from the 
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perspective of the federation membership on how these changes are impacting working 
conditions and instruction in the classroom. 
 
It was indicated that job action is not taken lightly, but it is necessary to ensure that both 
teachers and students are given the best opportunities to participate in an engaging 
education experience.  Perspectives related to such areas as mandatory e-Learning, 
availability of course options, larger class sizes, and student success were shared.  The 
critical role held by trustees in visibly demonstrating their support was also emphasized. 
 
Questions of clarification were addressed and the Delegation was thanked for their 
presentation. 
 
MOVED BY C. Dickson, SECONDED BY D. Lloyd 
That the Delegation presentation regarding the impacts of larger class sizes be 
received for information. 

CARRIED 
 
Review of Board Policy ES-3.3, Selection, Approval and Reconsideration of Learning 
Resources 
 
J. Ford, Principal of Student Success, reported that in accordance with Board Policy B-
1.1, Board Operation and Policy Development, the normal policy review period is five 
years. 
 
Board Policy ES-3.3, Selection, Approval and Reconsideration of Learning Resources, 
was re-established in June 2012 in response to the Ministry of Education Guidelines for 
Approval of Textbooks that was released in 2008.   
 
A review of the policy was undertaken to ensure alignment with current Ministry 
guidelines, and consistency with expectations and practices. Given our commitment to 
Equity Matters, the policy was also reviewed with a focus on reinforcing the need for all 
resources to develop equity literacy in our schools. 
 
It was reported that the review resulted in only minor language changes being made.  
Following questions of clarification, the following recommendation was adopted.  
 
MOVED BY C. Dickson, SECONDED BY S. Bobka 
That Board Policy ES-3.3, Selection, Approval and Reconsideration of Learning 
Resources, be approved as revised. 

CARRIED 
 
A copy of the revised policy is included in Appendix A. 
 
Review of Board Policy ES-3.12, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
 
Superintendent G. Ingram reported that Board Policy ES-3.12, Prior Learning 
Assessment and Recognition Program (PLAR), was last reviewed in 2015.  It was 
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indicated that a review of the policy has been undertaken in accordance with Board 
Policy, and housekeeping revisions have been made. 
 
Proposed changes to the policy were highlighted.  
 
MOVED BY C. Dickson, SECONDED BY D. Lloyd 
That Board Policy ES-3.12, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR), 
be approved as revised. 

CARRIED 
 
A copy of the revised policy is included in Appendix B. 
 
KPR Outdoor Education Program 
 
Superintendent J. Tompkins presented a report on Outdoor Education Programming in 
KPR.  It was reported that for 50 years KPR and its predecessor school boards have 
provided outdoor education programs for Kindergarten to Grade 12 students and 
teachers.  The KPR Outdoor Education program is currently staffed by 4 Naturalists at 
the following 4 regional sites: 
  

 Goodrich-Loomis Outdoor Education Centre (Brighton) 

 Warsaw Outdoor Education Centre (Warsaw) 

 Laurie Lawson Outdoor Education Centre (Cobourg) 

 Wilmot Creek Outdoor Education Centre (Clarington)  
 
It was indicated that Outdoor Education programs are strongly connected to the KPR 
2019-2022 Strategic Plan and are based on the Ontario Curriculum, predominantly in 
the area of science, but with connections to the environment, Indigenous peoples 
(Social Studies), Language, Math and the Arts.   
 
Participation data for the school year 2018-19 was provided and an overview of the 
registration process was shared. It was reported that each of the centres is well utilized, 
and although a majority of the classes that visit the centres are primary, in January, 
cross country skiing is available as an extension of the program at the Warsaw site, for 
intermediate students from all areas of the Board. 
 
The only cost related to trips to the Outdoor Education Centres is for transportation, and 
in most cases, schools cover these costs by utilizing Ministry Outdoor Education Funds 
which are provided to school boards annually to support student learning activities in the 
outdoors. 
 
It was indicated that the Outdoor Education Program also relies on strong community 
partnerships, as each of the sites sit on land owned by another agency. In addition, 
parents, grandparents, and other adults volunteer every year to supervise the children. 
The naturalists have also supervised secondary student co-op placements and have 
hosted construction classes which provide a real-world building experience as they 
construct boardwalks, and repair stairs and bridges at each of the sites. 
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Trustees were invited to move to the Library to view an exhibit of artifacts prepared by 
the Outdoor Education Centre Naturalists.  The audio conference was therefore closed 
(7:56 p.m.).  
 
Naturalists in attendance spoke to the extensive variety of experiential learning 
opportunities that class excursions to the Outdoor Education Centres provide, and 
trustees were invited to take part in a visual tour of interactive carousels, demonstrating 
some of the many activities that students are engaged in during their visits to the sites. 
 
Discussion was held and questions of clarification were addressed.   
 
MOVED BY C. Abraham, SECONDED BY C. Dickson 
That the Outdoor Education Program report, dated February 11, 2020, be received 
for information. 

CARRIED 
 
Future Meeting Dates 
 
Future meeting dates for the 2019-2020 school year were reviewed.  The next meeting 
of the Program Review Committee will be held in the Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom at the 
Education Centre, 1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, at 7:00 p.m. on  
Tuesday, March 10, 2020. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOVED BY S. Bobka, SECONDED BY D. Lloyd  
That the meeting be adjourned (8:30 p.m.). 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
Jaine Klassen Jeninga 
Acting Committee Chairperson 
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POLICY STATEMENT 

 
 

Section: Educational Services 

 • Programs and Curriculum 

Policy: SELECTION, APPROVAL AND Policy Code:  ES-3.3 

 RECONSIDERATION OF LEARNING RESOURCES Page 1 

 
 

The Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board supports the selection, approval and 

reconsideration of textbooks and supplementary resources that align with the expectations of the 

Kindergarten program and the Ontario curriculum for Grades 1-12.  The policy is implemented 

in accordance with the Education Act, Regulation 298, Copyright Act and the Ministry of 

Education Guidelines for Approval of Textbooks, 2008; supported by the Canadian Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms and The Ontario Human Rights Code. 

 

1. Guiding Principles for the Selection of Textbooks and Supplementary Resources 

 

1.1 The Board believes: 

 

1.1.1 Intellectual freedom is fundamental to the educational process. 

 

1.1.2 All students have the right to learning resources that promote open 

inquiry, critical thinking, diversity in thought and expression, and respect 

for others. 

 

1.1.3 Textbooks and supplementary learning resources must be aligned with the 

requirements of the Ontario curriculum. 

 

1.1.4 Learning resources should represent people of a variety of races, religions, 

genders, sexual orientations, classes, abilities and ages. 

 

1.2 The following definitions are used in this policy: 

 

1.2.1 A Textbook is defined as a comprehensive learning resource that is in print 

or electronic form, or that consists of any combination of print, electronic, 

and non-print materials collectively designed to support a substantial 

portion of the Ontario curriculum.  Such a resource is intended for use by 

an entire class or group of students (Ministry of Education Guidelines for 

Approval of Textbooks, 2008). 

 

1.2.2 A Supplementary Resource is defined as anything other than a textbook, 

and is a resource that supports only a limited number of curriculum 

expectations, or the curriculum expectations in a single strand.  Such a 

resource may be intended for use by an entire class or group of students 

(Ministry of Education Guidelines for Approval of Textbooks, 2008). 
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1.2.3 The Trillium List contains the titles of those textbooks approved by the 

Minister of Education for use in Ontario schools. 

 

2. The Ministry of Education revised the Guidelines for Approval of Textbooks in 2008, 

and it continues to publish the Trillium List.  Schools must use the Trillium List (see 

www.edu.gov.on.ca/trilliumlist/) when selecting textbooks which are defined as 

comprehensive resources designed to support at least 85% of the curriculum expectations, 

i.e. core learning resources. 

 

3. Being responsible for the selection and evaluation of supplementary resources, the 

Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board has created a Selection Criteria for Learning 

Resources.  The intent of this resource is to support principals and teachers in selecting 

and evaluating learning resources, including print and electronic (see Administrative 

Regulation No. ES-3.3.1, Selection, Approval and Reconsideration of Learning 

Resources, Appendix A).  It is the responsibility of principals and teachers to select and 

approve learning resources that meet the needs of their school community and align with 

curriculum expectations.  Schools are required to use these criteria when selecting and 

purchasing supplementary resources.  

 

4. Annual Review of Learning Resources 

 

4.1 The ordering of supplementary resources is monitored by each principal, 

who will ensure that selections are made in accordance with Board criteria.  By 

engaging in this selection and review process, schools are better prepared to deal 

with contentious or sensitive issues, should they arise. The principal or designate 

must facilitate: this process annually by holding a meeting that focuses on the 

following: 

 

4.1.1 The review of new learning resources being considered for use in 

accordance with the Selection Criteria for Learning Resources. 

 

4.1.2 Reconsideration of resources that may no longer be appropriate in 

accordance with the Selection Criteria for Learning Resources. 

 

4.1.3 The development and maintenance of an annual inventory of newly 

selected and approved learning resources. 

 

By engaging in this selection and review process, schools are better prepared to 

deal with contentious or sensitive issues, should they arise. 
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5. Library Resources – Elementary and Secondary Schools 

 

While the principal is ultimately responsible for all resources used in the school, the 

responsibility for the selection and approval of library resources will be assumed by the 

teacher-librarian, with input from the school staff.  Teacher-Librarians receive specialized 

training in resource evaluation and in the comprehensive development of the library’s 

print and electronic collection.  

 

5.1 The following principles for the selection and approval of school library resources 

will be used: 

 

5.1.1 Library resources will be chosen by using the Selection Criteria for 

Learning Resources.  

 

5.1.2 When materials are donated, the principal or teacher-librarian will decide 

to keep or discard the donation based on the Selection Criteria for 

Learning Resources. 

 

5.1.3 Regular weeding and discarding ensures that the school library collection 

contains only those resources that are accurate, current, and relevant to the 

curriculum.  

 

6. General Criteria for Selection and Approval 

 

6.1 The criteria outlined below will be applied to the selection, reconsideration and 

approval of resources.  Although not all supplementary resources will meet each 

of the criteria listed below, it is expected that staff members will exercise their 

professional judgement and sensitivity when choosing resources. 

 

6.1.1 Appropriateness to Program 

6.1.2 Suitability for Students 

6.1.3 Addressing the Nature and Degree of Bias 

6.1.4 Canadian Content and Publication 

6.1.5 Quality of Visual and Physical Format 

6.1.6 Cost and Durability 

6.1.7 Date of Publication 
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7. Refer to Administrative Regulation No. ES-3.3.1, Selection, Approval and 

Reconsideration of Learning Resources, to follow the procedures when individuals or 

groups request the withdrawal of a particular curriculum resource from a class, a school, 

or the entire school system. 

 

 

 
Established: October 7, 1999 

 

Revision Dates: November 27, 2003 

October 25, 2007 

(Rescinded/Re-established) June 21, 2012  DRAFT January 27, 2020 

DRAFT February 11, 2020 
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The Board is committed to providing a breadth of learning opportunities for all students.  Prior 

Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) allows students to earn credits outside of the 

classroom, broadens the choices of courses and provides for flexibility within the student’s 

secondary school program. 

 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition is a process of identifying, assessing and 

recognizing what a person knows and can do for the purpose of awarding academic credit.  Prior 

Learning Assessment and Recognition can be an important component in a successful education 

plan.  Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition takes two forms; Challenge Prior Learning 

Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) and Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

for Mature Students. 

 

This policy and the related administrative regulation support Ministry of Education policy as 

outlined in Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12: Policy and Program Requirements, 2011 

2016 (OS); Policy/Program Memorandum No. 129, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition 

(PLAR): Implementation in Ontario Secondary Schools; and Policy/Program Memorandum 

No. 132, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) for Mature Students: 

Implementation in Ontario Secondary Schools. 

 

1. Challenge Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
 

The Board believes that participation in a regular classroom program provides benefits to 

the student beyond the achievement of expectations, but recognizes the need to honour 

individual student interests and abilities. 

 

For the purpose of this policy, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition encompasses 

an assessment of the knowledge and skills that students have acquired, in both formal and 

informal ways, outside secondary schools.  Students may have knowledge and skills 

evaluated against the expectations outlined in provincial curriculum policy documents in 

order to earn credits toward the secondary school diploma. 

 

Challenge means the process whereby students' prior learning is assessed for the purpose 

of granting credit for a specific Grade 10, 11, or 12 course developed from a provincial 

curriculum policy document published in 1999, or later.  Challenge PLAR is not 

available for Grade 9 courses. 

 

Specific procedures for the completion of Challenge PLAR are outlined in the 

accompanying Administrative Regulation No. ES-3.12.1, Prior Learning Assessment and 

Recognition (PLAR) – Challenge PLAR. 

Appendix B   PROG Item 4         March 10, 2020 



KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 

Section: Educational Services 

 • Programs and Curriculum 

Policy: PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT AND  Policy Code:  ES-3.12 

 RECOGNITION (PLAR) – continued Page 2 

 
 

 

2. Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) for Mature Students 
 

The Board believes that the use of Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition to 

recognize prior learning with equivalent credits for older (over the age of 18 years) 

students dignifies and honours past experiences.  This process allows adult students to 

make a more successful transition to chosen post secondary destinations. 

 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) for Mature Students means the 

process by which mature student’s prior learning is assessed for the purpose of granting 

equivalent credit for a Grade 9, 10, 11, or 12 course developed from a provincial 

curriculum policy document published in 1999, or later.  In addition to the regular 

challenge process, mature students, 18 years of age or older who have been out of school 

for a period of at least a year, may, depending on the number of previously earned credits 

and the student’s prior learning experiences, challenge for a package of equivalent 

intermediate credits (up to 16) or equivalent senior credits (to a maximum of 10 credits). 

These credit limits include a combination of challenge and equivalent credits.  Mature 

students must complete a minimum of four senior secondary credits as part of their 

diploma requirements.  These students must also earn a Grade 11 English credit (or an 

equivalent) and a Grade 12 English credit.  Students must also meet the provincial 

literacy requirement.  The principal will determine the appropriate number of community 

involvement hours necessary to satisfy the graduation requirement for these students. 

 

Specific procedures for PLAR for Mature Students are outlined in the accompanying 

Administrative Regulation No. ES-3.12.2, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition 

(PLAR) – Mature Students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Established: May 22, 2003 Revision Dates: February 26, 2009 

May 28, 2015 

DRAFT January 20, 2020 

DRAFT February 11, 2020 
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KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 
TO: Program Review Committee 
 
TOPIC: Review of Board Policy ES-3.8, Special Education  
 
INITIATOR:    Anne Marie Duncan, Superintendent, Student Achievement 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
1. According to Board Policy No. B-1.1, Board Operation and Policy Development, 

the normal review period of policies shall be five years. 
 
STATUS 
 
2. In accordance with the Policy Review Schedule for the 2019-2020 school year, 

Board Policy ES-3.8, Special Education has been reviewed. 
 
3.  The Policy was vetted through the Special Education leadership team and 

through the Senior Administration team for input, and revisions were completed 
as a result of the consultative review. 

 
4. The Policy was presented to the Special Education Advisory Committee for 

review and input at its meeting of February 4, 2020.  Suggested revisions have 
been incorporated into the revised policy. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Board Policy ES-3.8, Special Education, be approved as revised  

(Appendix A). 
 
 
 
 
 
Anne Marie Duncan 
Superintendent, Student Achievement 



Appendix A     PROG    Item 7.2.1        March 10, 2020  

 

KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 
 

Section: Educational Services 

 • Programs and Curriculum Policy Code:  ES-3.8 

Policy: SPECIAL EDUCATION Page 1 

 
 

It is the policy of the Board to provide Special Education programs as required by the Education 

Act and the supporting regulation as outlined in the Board’s Special Education Plan.   

 

This policy is also reflective of the principles set out in the Ontario Human Rights Code, the 

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, Policy and Program Memorandum 149 

Protocol for Partnerships with External Agencies (2009), the Regulated Healthcare Professions 

Act, and the Board’s Policy B-3.2 Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. 

 

The Board's schools will strive to provide a continuum of evidence-based programming for all 

students which will assist them to excel in learning, succeed in life and to enrich our 

communities. The vision for Special Education is as follows: We promote learning for all when 

we create and maintain mentally healthy classrooms, through programming, environmental and 

organizational conditions which support all students to reach their full potential.  

 

Our model for Special Education is rooted in inclusion. 

 

1. Special Education programming will be developed based on individual student needs, 

identified through assessments and reflected in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) in 

order to ensure consistency with the values and standards of the Ministry of Education, 

the Board’s values, and the following guiding principles: 

 

1.1 Our policies, practices, programs and interactions value equity, diversity, 

inclusiveness and the dignity and humanity of each individual. 

 

1.2 A climate of high expectations that promotes excellence is critical to the success 

of all learners and reiterates our belief that all students can succeed. 

 

1.3 We embrace a tiered approach to prevention and intervention in order to most 

effectively support student needs, with a particular emphasis on strategies which 

are good for all students, that may identify or even prevent difficulties before they 

arise. 

 

1.4 We are committed to physically and mentally healthy and safe schools and 

workplaces for all of our students and staff. 

 

1.5 We strive to meet the learning needs of all students through universal design for 

learning, differentiated instruction, and assessment for learning; what is necessary 

for some is helpful for all. 
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1.6 We strive to meet the social-emotional learning needs of all students through 

evidence-based programming and practices. 

 

1.7 In KPRDSB, the principal leads the implementation of the Special Education 

model in the school, including programming, organizational structures and 

environmental conditions. 

 

1.8 Our classroom teachers are the primary educators for all students.  Teachers 

require the support of the principal, and may require the support of special 

education support staff, other teachers such as the Special Education Resource 

Teacher, Special Education Department staff, and/or external professional staff, 

functioning as collaborative teams, in order to meet the learning needs of all 

students in inclusive classrooms. 

 

1.9 Fairness is not sameness. Our students will receive require differing amount and 

type of the support to address their assessed needs, to work toward their goals, 

and to strive for independence. work at a level appropriate to their abilities and 

needs. 

 

1.9 Qualifications of staff are important to programming in order to meet the various 

needs of students. 

 

1.10 We will consult with parent(s)/guardian(s), who play an integral role in the 

holistic nature of programming for students with exceptional needs both in the 

home and school settings, and therefore are valued partners in the development of 

students’ programs and support plans in matters which affect the learning and 

wellbeing of their children. 

 

1.11 The IEP is a working document that is developed, when appropriate, in 

meaningful consultation with the student, parents/guardians, and staff to ensure 

student success. Relevant assessment information determines that the student has 

special education needs. We will provide continual assessment and regular 

revision of the IEP and its goals, and expectations will reflect the changing needs 

and progress of the student. 

 

1.12 We encourage and facilitate, where appropriate, the involvement of community 

partners is actively encouraged to consult, to collaborate on programming, and to 

deliver support supplemental programs/services for students. with intensive needs, 

including those in Care and/or Treatment, Custody and Correctional (CTCC) 

programs. 

 

1.13 We are committed to providing opportunities for quality, on-going professional 

learning on evidenced-based practice, as outlined in Learning for All (2013), to 
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Engagement of school board staff, principals, teachers and support staff. in quality 

on-going professional development on evidence-based practice, universal design 

and differentiated instruction are essential elements in the successful delivery of 

Special Education programming.  The use of assistive devices is encouraged and 

supported as a reflection of the Board’s commitment to inclusion, accommodation 

and accessibility. 

 

1.14 We will ensure that we are compliant with the Accessibility for Ontarians with 

Disabilities Act (AODA) and the Ontario Human Rights Code (the Code) when 

determining appropriate accommodations and modifications for students with 

disabilities. Examples include use of assistive devices, specialized equipment, 

technology and accessible classrooms. Individuals accompanied by service 

animals that are evidently in service or are supported by medical certification, will 

be permitted access to Board premises based upon a person’s disability.  This 

requirement applies only to those areas of the premises where the public or third 

parties customarily have access. 

 

1.15 We hold transition meetings in a timely manner with all relevant stakeholders for 

students with special needs who are changing placements, in order to share 

information and make the best decisions to plan for student success. 

 

1.16 Program reviews and evidence of improved student achievement are recognized 

as accountability components in the delivery of Special Education programs and 

services in KPRDSB. 

   

 

References: 

 

Education Act 

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 

Ontario Human Rights Code 

Regulated Healthcare Professionals Act 

Learning for All (2013) 

Growing Success (2010) 
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KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 
TO: Program Review Committee 
 
TOPIC: Ministry of Education Memorandum 158 – Concussion Safety 
 
INITIATOR: Greg Ingram, Superintendent of Student Achievement 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Health and Medical Needs Policy was established in KPRDSB in 2000.  This 

policy and accompanying regulation has been updated on a regular basis to 
provide direction to staff on a variety of student health related needs. 
   

2. The administrative regulations for this policy reflect appropriate legislation and 
provide direction for schools to respond to medical injury or illness through a 
general preparedness response. 
 

3. While the administrative regulations support a response to any general health 
concerns it specifically supports our response to, prevalent medical conditions 
such as anaphylaxis, asthma, diabetes – Type 1, epilepsy and concussions. 
 

4. The regulation also clarifies the roles and responsibilities of parents/guardians, 
students, school staff, principals, and the Board.  
 

5. Medical knowledge related to the impact of head trauma has continued to 
develop and as a result school board practices to support students who have 
suffered a concussion have progressed as well.   
 

6. In 2012, KPRDSB established the Program Safety Guideline for Concussions 
within the Health and Medical Needs policy and have continued to update it as 
new information and provincial regulations changed. 
http://kprcontentlibrary.kprdsb.ca:8080/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
11940/ES-
1.5.1%20Appendix%20B%20Program%20Safety%20Guidelines%20for%20Conc
ussions.pdf 
 

7. On March 7, 2018, the Ontario government enacted Rowan’s Law (Concussion 
Safety), 2018, and amended the Education Act, to protect amateur athletes, 
including students, by improving concussion safety on the field and at school. The 
amendments to the Education Act came into force on July 1, 2019, and give the 
Minister of Education the authority to require school boards to comply with policy 
and guidelines on concussions, consistent with Rowan’s Law. With the authority 
under the Education Act, the Minister requires all school boards in Ontario to 
have a policy on concussion safety for students that meets certain minimum 
requirements.  
 

8. The final Wednesday each September has been identified as Rowan’s Law Day.  
In September 2019 all KPRDSB staff and students participated in a concussion 
awareness activity (Appendix A). 

http://kprcontentlibrary.kprdsb.ca:8080/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11940/ES-1.5.1%20Appendix%20B%20Program%20Safety%20Guidelines%20for%20Concussions.pdf
http://kprcontentlibrary.kprdsb.ca:8080/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11940/ES-1.5.1%20Appendix%20B%20Program%20Safety%20Guidelines%20for%20Concussions.pdf
http://kprcontentlibrary.kprdsb.ca:8080/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11940/ES-1.5.1%20Appendix%20B%20Program%20Safety%20Guidelines%20for%20Concussions.pdf
http://kprcontentlibrary.kprdsb.ca:8080/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11940/ES-1.5.1%20Appendix%20B%20Program%20Safety%20Guidelines%20for%20Concussions.pdf
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STATUS 

 
9.  All school board policies must, at a minimum, require:  

 

 receipt of confirmation of annual review of approved Concussion Awareness 
Resources by individuals participating in board-sponsored interschool sports;  

 the establishment of Concussion Codes of Conduct for individuals 
participating in board-sponsored interschool sports, and the receipt of 
confirmation of annual review of the relevant Code of Conduct by those 
individuals;  

 annual concussion training for relevant school staff (Sept. 2020); 

 the establishment of a process for the removal of students with a suspected 
concussion from physical activity and, for those diagnosed with a concussion, 
a Return to School Plan, which includes their return to learning and to 
physical activity;  

 the establishment of a process to document and track a student’s progress, 
from removal from an activity due to a suspected concussion, to the return, 
through graduated steps, to learning and to physical activity. (Sept. 2020) 

 
10. In February 2020, KPRDSB guidelines and resources were updated to meet the 

requirements of Memorandum 158 (Appendix B). 
 

11. By September 2020, KPRDSB will require all staff to participate in training related 
to concussion awareness and a system of tracking student concussions will be 
established. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Ministry of Education Memorandum 158 – Concussion Safety report, dated 

March 10, 2020, be received for information. 
 
 
Greg Ingram 
Superintendent of Student Achievement 
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Rowan’s Law came into effect in July 2019 and will be recognized this year across the province on 
Wednesday September 25th, 2019. Rowan’s Law and Rowan’s Law Day were established to honour 
Rowan Stringer’s memory and bring awareness to concussions and concussion safety. Our current 
resources to support concussion prevention and awareness can be found at the links below. Updates 
to these guidelines are ongoing.  
 

Please ensure all staff are familiar with and are following guidelines. 
 

Print concussion-related resources that may support pre-physical activity concussion awareness and 
prevention conversations including the following: 
 

 https://www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-concussion-awareness-resources 
There are three different pdf Concussion Awareness Resource booklets geared to different 
age groups (under 10, 11-14, and 15 and up) that teachers could use as resources as they 
talk to their classes on Rowan’s Day about concussions.   

 https://safety.ophea.net/concussions OPHEA’s website has a number of different 
resources on concussion, including print resources and an e-learning module  

 http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/public/programs/concussions/docs/infographic_concussion.
pdf Infographic with statistics on Concussions in Ontario, from the Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care 

 http://www.parachutecanada.org/downloads/resources/Concussion-Coaches.pdf Three-
page concussion guide for coaches/teachers to use with students.  Other concussion 
resources are also available on this site, including a Pre-Season Education Sheet to work 
through with students and have signed http://www.parachutecanada.org 

 

OPHEA has a Rowan’s Law Day Toolkit available online at 
TeachingTools.ophea.net/RowansLawDayToolkit which includes a list of potential activities, printable 
posters, and ready to go social media posts, as well as additional information about preventing 
concussions. Additional resources are below: 

Video link Summary of video  

 

Recommended 
audience 

Length 

Brain 101, what is a 
concussion? 

 

Animated video discussion of what a concussion is, 
symptoms of concussion, the need to report, examine 
recovery scenarios.  Tagline is “Recognize, Report, 
Rest” 

Grades K-6  4:09 min 

Explain it to me 
concussion?  

 

CNN clip with Dr. Sanjay Gupta; Explanation given of 
the mechanics of concussion, symptoms of 
concussion, the recovery process, and the potential 
long-term effects of concussion. 

Grades 4-10  3:21 min 

Concussions 101, a 
Primer for Kids and 
Parents  

 

Whiteboard illustration video by Dr. Mike Evans, 
explaining what a concussion is, the symptoms of a 
concussion and the recovery process (including 
progressive return to activity) as well as the need to 
report signs and symptoms. 

 Grades 3-12  5:51 min 

Concussion Management 
and Return to Learn 

Follow up whiteboard illustration video by Dr. Mike 
Evans.  Very brief summary of what a concussion is; 
focus is on the management of symptoms and stages 
of return to learn/sport.  Sponsored by OPHEA. 

Grades 3-12 10:06 min 

What happens when you 
have a concussion? (US) 

 

Animated video discussion which starts off with a 
technical explanation of the science behind 
concussions.  Also explores symptoms of concussion, 
the recovery process including post-concussion 
syndrome and chronic traumatic encephalopathy. 

Teachers/coaches 

High School 
Kinesiology or 
Biology students 

6:15 min 
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 KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, ON   K9J 6X6 

 Telephone 705-742-9773 / 1-877-741-4577 toll-free             General Fax 705-742-7801 

  
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Secondary Principals, Elementary Principals, 
 Secondary Vice-Principals, Elementary Vice-Principals 
  
COPY: Director, Superintendents 
 
FROM: Greg Ingram, Superintendent: Student Achievement 
  
DATE: February 14, 2020 
 
RE: Ministry of Education Memorandum 158 – Concussion Safety 

 
 
The purpose of this memo is to share with you new mandatory requirements of school boards 
that are consistent with Rowan’s Law, provide updated resources and permission forms for 
immediate use and outline next steps related to concussion safety.   
 
Memorandum 158 requires School Boards to implement the following immediately: 

 
Concussion Awareness Strategies:  

 
Students, parents, coaches, team trainers and sport officials must confirm that they have 
reviewed an approved Concussion Awareness Resource and complete a Concussion Code of 
Conduct form at least once a year in order to participate in board sponsored interschool sports. 

 

 Concussion Awareness Resources:  use the link below or go to ‘KPR on the Web’ via 
Quick Forms for copies. Please provide a printed copy to students/parents by request. 

 
https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/For
ms/Concussion%20Resources.aspx 
 

 Concussion Codes of Conduct have been added to the updated permission forms and 
can be found using the link below or through ‘KPR on the Web’ via Quick Forms.  

 

https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/For
ms/Permission%20Forms.aspx 
  

Next Steps:  
 
We will be updating the KPR Concussion Guidelines.  In addition, the new regulations require 
school boards to develop a process for tracking students who are recovering from a concussion 
and for staff to participate annually in concussion training.  We are developing a plan for this 
and will update you when the plan is finalized.   
 
The Ontario Physical and Health Education Association (OPHEA) continues to be our primary 
source for safe practices in sport guidelines and can also be used for additional concussion 
related resources.  https://safety.ophea.net/concussions 

https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/Forms/Concussion%20Resources.aspx
https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/Forms/Concussion%20Resources.aspx
https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/Forms/Permission%20Forms.aspx
https://kawarthapineridge.sharepoint.com/sites/DocumentCenter/Documents/Forms/Permission%20Forms.aspx
https://safety.ophea.net/concussions
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KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 
TO: Program Review Committee 
 
TOPIC: eLearning Update  
 
INITIATOR: Greg Ingram, Superintendent of Student Achievement 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Each year, we review the eLearning program to determine which courses 

Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board will offer as part of the Ontario 
eLearning Consortium (OeLC) for the following year.  Data is collected to 
determine courses which have the greatest potential of high enrolment as well as 
low attrition, have students on wait lists and are reflective of the demonstrated 
needs of KPR schools. This data is obtained from the OeLC, the eLearning 
student registration system and a survey that is sent yearly to all KPR secondary 
schools.  

 
2. We have offered between 34 and 40 sections over the past four years.  In 

addition, students have had access to many other courses offered through the  
eLearning school board consortium. 

 
3. eLearning teachers are assigned initially through an application process.  The 

home school of the successful applicant is then allocated eLearning section(s).  
These teachers maintain their eLearning entitlement unless the course(s) is/are 
no longer offered or there is some other change that impacts their assignment. 

 
4.  Teachers are located in a variety of schools across the district and generally 

teach between 1 and 4 eLearning sections each year.  eLearning teachers are 
supervised by the Principal of Secondary program with support from the home 
school Principal.  Courses are taught using an asynchronous approach and are 
continuously modernized to reflect evidence based instructional and assessment 
practices. 

 
STATUS  
 
5.  In 2019/20, KPR offered 34 sections of eLearning with a total of 29 different 

courses (Appendix A).  To date: 
 

 Over 1184 KPR students are taking eLearning courses either offered through 
KPR (950 students) or a partner board (233 students). 

 In return, approximately 236 students from our partner boards take courses 
offered by KPR.  

 KPR students have access to approximately 100 individual courses through 
the OeLC 

6. Students are given the opportunity to complete a survey at the conclusion of an 
 eLearning course.  Student surveys indicate the following:  
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 39% of students take an eLearning course because it is not offered in their 
home school or does not fit their timetable 

 5% of students take an eLearning course because they are unable to attend 
school due to health reasons or other commitments (i.e. athletics) 

 43% of students had taken an eLearning course previously 

 96% of students did not have difficulty logging into their eLearning course 

 78% of students found that course material was interesting 

 64% of students reported that they would/may take an eLearning course in 
the future 

 In the 2019-2020 school year KPR utilized three distinct delivery models of 
online learning.  

 
7. Traditional eLearning Delivery 
 

 Twenty-two courses were offered to KPR students and taught by teachers 
who also teach face to face courses in our high schools during the current 
school year. 

Hub School eLearning Delivery 
 

 Twelve courses were assigned to three eLearning Hub Schools.  The Hub 
Schools are each assigned a senior subject discipline (Grade 11 and 12) for 
eLearning. Clarke High School was responsible for Business courses, Port 
Hope High School was responsible for Social Studies courses, and Norwood 
was responsible for Canada and World Studies courses.  Students from 
each of the Hub Schools were registered into the Hub eLearning courses.  
For example, all the students in the Hub Schools wishing to take senior 
business courses would sign up for courses taught by the Hub School 
teacher at Clarke High School. Each Hub School was assigned a teacher 
who is responsible for two eLearning classes and an eLearning student 
success period per semester.   

 

 Students benefit from having a fully assigned eLearning teacher with the 
flexibility to support their success across the three schools.  This allowed the 
three eLearning Hub teachers to connect with their eLearning students 
through video link or face to face if the situation warrants it.  Hub School 
teachers also monitor the progress of all other eLearning students in the 
building.   

  
Hybrid eLearning Delivery 

 

 Port Hope High School ran a hybrid eLearning course for the first time in the 
Board for the 2019-2020 school year.  A hybrid eLearning course blends 
traditional face to face learning with eLearning.  There were 8 Calculus and 
Vectors students at Port Hope which is too few students to offer as a face to 
face class on its own. In order to still offer this critical course for students 
pursuing an engineering or science degree program we added students from 
other schools via eLearning to the class to make it viable.  



    PROG  Item 8.2.2      March 10, 2020 
eLearning Update Page 3 

 
 

 
8.  Hub school data analysis showed that the average for all hub school courses 

was three percent higher than other KPR students in the same courses. Hub 
school students also missed an average of three days less than other KPR 
students.  In the 2018-2019 school year 58 students participated in eLearning at 
the three hub schools.  The average grade for these students was 68 percent.  In 
the 2019-2020 school year 89 students participated in eLearning at the hub 
schools.  The average grade for these students was 7 percent higher at 75 
percent.  Last year students at the hub school sites enrolled in 165 credits.  This 
year students are enrolled in 184 credits.  

 
 In semester one only four hub school students were unsuccessful.  These 
unsuccessful students were in open and college level courses.  A lack of course 
participation was responsible for their lack of success. Nine non-hub school 
students were unsuccessful for the same reason.    

 
9. Based on the input received from our schools, credit attainment data and 

information received via the consortium, there is an anticipated need for up to 40 
eLearning sections in 2020-2021.   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the eLearning Update report, dated March 10, 2020, be received for 

information. 
 

 
 
Greg Ingram  
Superintendent of Student Achievement 
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KPR eLearning 2019/20 Sem 1/2

Course Code Description Semester C
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BAF3M Introduction to Financial Accounting Semester 1 - Regular 28 10

BBB4M International Business Fundamentals Semester 1 - Regular 28 3

BOH4M Business Leadership Semester 1 - Regular 29 7

CGG3O Travel and Tourism: A Geographic Perspective Semester 1 - Regular 22 2

CHY4C World History since the Fifteenth Century Semester 1 - Regular 11 3

CHY4U World History since the Fifteenth Century Semester 1 - Regular 13 1

CLU3M Understanding Canadian Law Semester 1 - Regular 27 12

ENG4U English Semester 1 - Regular 28 3

HHS4U Families in Canada Semester 1 - Regular 28 11

HLS3O Housing and Home Design Semester 1 - Regular 25 7

HPC3O Raising Healthy Children Semester 1 - Regular 22 5

HSB4U Challenge and Change in Society Semester 1 - Regular 31 4

HSP3U Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology Semester 1 - Regular 32 3

HZT4U Philosophy: Questions and Theories Semester 1 - Regular 28 4

ICS3U Introduction to Computer Science Semester 1 - Regular 22 7

OLC4O Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course Semester 2 - Cont 27

BAT4M Principles of Financial Accounting Semester 2 - Regular 28 2

BBB4M International Business Fundamentals Semester 2 - Regular 27 3

BDI3C Entrepreneurship Semester 2 - Regular 13

BMI3C Marketing Semester 2 - Regular 13 1

BOH4M Business Leadership Semester 2 - Regular 30 8

CGW4U World Issues: A Geographic Analysis Semester 2 - Regular 28 9

CLN4U Canadian and International Law Semester 2 - Regular 30 5

ENG4U English Semester 2 - Regular 30 8

ENG4U English Semester 2 - Regular 27 19

ENG4U English Semester 2 - Regular 30 15

EWC4C The Writer's Craft Semester 2 - Regular 8

EWC4U The Writer's Craft Semester 2 - Regular 19 1

HHS4U Families in Canada Semester 2 - Regular 29 12

HSB4U Challenge and Change in Society Semester 2 - Regular 28

HSE4M Equity and Social Justice: From Theory to Practice Semester 2 - Regular 25 5

HSP3C Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology Semester 2 - Regular 27 5

MCV4U Calculus and Vectors Semester 2 - Regular 26 12

MDM4U Mathematics of Data Management Semester 2 - Regular 24 11

PPZ3C Health for Life Semester 2 - Regular 27 4

PSK4U Introductory Kinesiology Semester 2 - Regular 25 5

SBI4U Biology Semester 2 - Regular 23 17
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Number of Courses students take with Other Boards 

 

 

 

 

Course # Students Course # Students

BAF3M 4 HIP4O 1

BAT4M 11 HPE-SAL-CHSS 1

BBB4M 3 HSB4U 1

BMI3C 2 HSC4M 3

BTA3O 1 HSE4M 3

BTT2O 1 HSG3M 2

CGC1D 1 HSP3U 2

CGF3M 4 HZT4U 7

CGG3O 5 ICS3U 3

CGR4M 7 ICS4U 17

CGW4C 1 MCR3U 1

CGW4U 8 MCT4C 3

CHC2D 1 MDM4U 4

CHC2P 2 MHF4U 5

CHI4U 4 MPM1D 1

CHV2O 10 NBE3U 3

CHY4U 3 NBV3E 1

CLN4U 3 NDA3M 1

ENG1D 1 NDW4M 1

ENG2P 1 OLC4O 7

ENG3U 5 PPZ3C 2

ENG4C 5 PPZ3O 1

ENG4U 3 PSK4U 9

ETS4U 1 SBI3U 2

EWC4U 12 SBI4U 1

FIF3U 1 SCH4C 1

FIF4U 1 SCH4U 3

FSF1D 1 SES4U 2

FSF4U 2 SNC1D 1

GLC2O 10 SNC1P 1

GLS1O 1 SNC4M 9

GWL3O 3 SPH3U 1

HFA4U 1 SPH4C 1

HHG4M 4 SPH4U 2

HHS4C 2 TDJ4M 1

HHS4U 8
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Summer School eLearning Courses  

 

Course # Students Course # Students

BAF3M 1 HPC3O 2

BBB4M 2 HSB4U 2

BMI3C 1 HSC4M 4

BOH4M 17 HSE4M 1

CGC1D 1 HSG3M 1

CGG3O 1 HZT4U 1

CGW4U 1 MAP4C 2

CHC2D 2 MBF3C 2

CHC2P 1 MCF3M 1

CHV2O 69 MCR3U 8

CHV2O - French 5 MCT4C 1

CIA4U 1 MCV4U 2

ENG1D 4 MDM4U 3

ENG2D 9 MHF4U 2

ENG2P 1 MPM1D 1

ENG3C 13 MPM2D 4

ENG3U 26 NBE3CE 1

ENG4C 9 OLC3O 2

ENG4U 27 OLC4O 10

EWC4C 1 PPZ3C 3

EWC4U 1 SBI3C 3

FIF4U 1 SBI3U 2

FSF1P 1 SBI4U 3

GLC2O 70 SCH4U 6

GLC2O - French 6 SNC1P 1

GWL3O 1 SPH3U 11

HFA4U 1 SPH4C 1

HHS4U 1 SPH4U 1
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