
 
KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 
PROGRAM REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom, Education Centre, Peterborough, ON 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Present: Trustees S. Bobka (Vice-chairperson of the Board), M. Lynch-Taylor 

(Committee Chairperson), C. Dickson, J. Klassen Jeninga and D. Lloyd.  
 
Regrets: Trustees C. Abraham (Chairperson of the Board) and S. Patterson. 
 
Others: J. Leclerc, J. Nigro, R. Bonnetta, M. Crowe, V. Dunn, L. Galley, S. 

Matthews, S. Mattson, S. Rhodes, K. Rowan, P. Jones, and staff and 
students of North Shore Public School and East Northumberland 
Secondary School were also present. 

 
Trustee M. Lynch-Taylor, Committee Chairperson, called the meeting to order and 
welcomed guests and members to the meeting.  It was recognized and acknowledged 
that the Committee was meeting on the traditional territory of the Mississauga First 
Nations.  
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
MOVED BY J. Klassen Jeninga, SECONDED BY C. Dickson 
That the agenda be adopted as printed. 

CARRIED 
 
Adoption of Minutes 
 
MOVED BY S. Bobka, SECONDED BY C. Dickson 
That the Minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, be adopted as 
recorded. 

           CARRIED 
 
Indigenous Education Initiative Update 
 
J. Nigro, Superintendent, First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education, provided an update 
on Indigenous Education initiatives within the Board.  M. Crowe, First Nation Education 
Liaison for the Board, was called upon to deliver an opening teaching while students in 
attendance distributed gifts to committee members that symbolized the significance of 
the Grandfather teachings and the relevance they have to our lives. 
 
It was reported that KPR has made an extraordinary commitment to ensure that both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students and staff learn about Indigenous history, 
culture and perspectives.  The Board made a formal commitment to support Calls to 
Action 62 and 63 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report in the fall of 2016. 
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Information regarding initiatives that further demonstrate KPR’s commitment to 
champion Indigenous education, achievement and awareness were highlighted as 
follows: 
 

 September meetings arranged with each of the three First Nations territories and 
their councils (to review the Board’s Strategic Priorities, build relationships, hear 
concerns, and open lines of communication) 

 Director’s Indigenous Student Advisory Group 
 Indigenous Education School Improvement Plan (SIP) Goal 
 Month of November identified as Indigenous Peoples Awareness Month 
 Voluntary Self-Identification Process review and enhancement of outreach efforts 
 Voluntary Self-Identification Commercial 
 Data Gathering (baseline survey – April 2017) 
 Indigenous Student Re-engagement 
 Curriculum Review consultation 

 
In a wide variety of ways, both at a system level and at the school level, the Board has 
made progress toward identifying priorities, changing teaching, and transforming 
learning for students throughout the 2016-2017 school year.  Making policies and 
drawing up plans are important first steps, but what is happening in our classrooms and 
how our students’ learning is being affected are our most important indicators of 
success.  
 
Students and staff in attendance from North Shore Public School and East 
Northumberland Secondary School each shared their classroom learning, experiences, 
and perspectives with committee members.  Testimonials regarding the impact the 
learning has had on their level of awareness and personal views were also provided.  
Details on some of the various school-based Indigenous activities and events were also 
presented. 
 
Teachers from Warsaw Public School and Vincent Massey Public School shared 
information regarding a partnership they recently initiated that would integrate First 
Nation, Métis, and Inuit (FNMI) learning into their classrooms by establishing goals on 
FNMI perspectives, awareness and values.  Some of the key strategies and actions 
developed included: 
 

 Critically selecting texts 
 Crafting meaningful experiences 
 Consulting with the First Nation Education Liaison 
 Providing thinking time for students to generate their own questions and make 

connections to previous learnings 
 Finding authentic ways for students to connect to nature 

 
Guest First Nation Education Liaison Melody Crowe’s visits to the classroom, and 
through the sharing of teaching and song, were deemed invaluable to student learning, 
and in creating the conditions that have allowed teachers the opportunity to learn and 
form relationships.  It was indicated that their next steps will include inspiring change 
through student action, strengthening relationships between Indigenous and non-
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Indigenous community members, and continuing to find ways to take the learning 
outside to teach students to appreciate nature and to understand the Indigenous 
perspectives. 
 
Superintendent J. Nigro provided an overview of student achievement data as it relates 
to self-identified FNMI students.  It was reported that KPR has experienced a 55% 
increase in the number of self-identified students between 2011 and 2016.  A summary 
of EQAO student success rates for self-identified students over time was provided.  It 
was indicated that in comparing the data, achievement gaps have been identified in 
Grade 3 Math, Grade 6 Reading, Writing and Math, Grade 9 Academic Math, credit 
accumulation and graduation rates.  Suspension, expulsion and attendance data related 
to self-identified students was also provided, and School Climate Survey information 
was shared. 
 
It was reported that future priorities will continue to include creating opportunities for all 
students to learn about Indigenous histories, cultures and perspectives in all schools; 
facilitating teacher capacity-building and partnerships; and promoting school-wide goal 
setting related to Indigenous education. 
 
It was stated that the initial progress that has been made to date is encouraging, but 
much more work has yet to be done.  Anecdotal evidence, qualitative data gathered by 
various means, and other statistical data gathering will continue to inform next steps 
and priorities for 2017-2018 and beyond. 
 
Future Meeting Dates 
 
Future meeting dates for the 2017-2018 school year were reviewed.  The next regular 
meeting of the Program Review Committee will be held in the Roy H. Wilfong Boardroom at 
the Education Centre, 1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 19, 2017. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOVED BY J. Klassen Jeninga, SECONDED BY C. Dickson 
That the meeting be adjourned (9:12 p.m.). 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
Mary Lynch-Taylor 
Committee Chairperson 
 


