
KAWARTHA PINE RIDGE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 

PROGRAM REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

Boardroom, Education Centre, Peterborough, ON 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Present: Trustees C. Abraham (Chairperson of the Board), S. Bobka 

(Vice-chairperson of the Board), A. Caruso, S. Patterson and M. Lynch-
Taylor. 

 
  Trustee J. Klassen Jeninga (Committee Chairperson) attended the 

meeting via audio conference. 
 
Regrets: Trustee C. Dickson. 
 
Others: Trustees W. Bonner, A. Lloyd, D. Lloyd and Student Trustee T. Shomar, 

and R. Hick, J. Leclerc, K. Cummings, T. Kingston and P. Jones were also 
present. 

 
Trustee C. Abraham (Chairperson of the Board) assumed the role of Committee 
Chairperson on behalf of Trustee J. Klassen Jeninga. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
MOVED BY A. Lloyd, SECONDED BY S. Patterson 
That the Agenda be adopted as printed. 

CARRIED 
 
Adoption of the Minutes 
 
MOVED BY J. Klassen Jeninga, SECONDED BY M. Lynch-Taylor 
That the Minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, be adopted 
as recorded. 

               CARRIED 
 
Board Policy ES-3.1, Alternative, Adult, and Continuing Education 
 
J. Leclerc, Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, presented Board Policy ES-3.1, 
Alternative, Adult, and Continuing Education.  It was reported that a review was 
undertaken of the policy as a requirement of Board Policy B-1.1, Board Operation and 
Policy Development, which states that the normal review period of policies shall be five 
years.   
 
It was indicated that revisions to the policy include minor wording adjustments that 
provide clearer, simpler language.  The addition of numeracy to areas of concentration 
and an emphasis on experiential opportunities to support post-secondary goals have 
also been made. 
 
Discussion followed and the following recommendation was adopted.  
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MOVED BY A. Lloyd, SECONDED BY M. Lynch-Taylor 
That Board Policy ES-3.1, Alternative, Adult, and Continuing Education, be 
approved as revised. 

CARRIED 
 
A copy of the policy is appended to the minutes as Appendix A. 
 
Board Policy ES-3.9, Arts Program 
 
J. Leclerc, Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, presented Board Policy ES-3.9, 
Arts Program.  It was reported that the policy was presented to the committee in 
February 2012, and again in November 2013 with a recommendation to rescind, which 
resulted in the adoption of a motion that the report be tabled to the second year of the 
next term of office, to allow sufficient consideration, and to ensure there would be no 
significant impact on any of the existing integrated Arts programs, should the policy be 
rescinded. 
 
Administration advised that the Arts is a compulsory component of a student=s 
educational experience, and is mandated by the Ontario Ministry of Education as set out 
in its curriculum documents.  In addition, there has been no evidence to date that 
demonstrates that existing integrated Arts program offerings within the Board would be 
impacted, should the decision be made to rescind the policy.   
 
Comments were received from committee members, some that supported keeping the 
policy, and others that supported rescinding it due to its redundancy.  Administration 
responded to trustee concerns indicating that an emphasis on the Arts would be more 
appropriately housed in the Board’s Strategic Directions, or Belief Statements.  In 
addition, the will of the Board is expressed through the annual budget process, which 
further ensures that priorities are met. 
 
Discussion continued and a recommendation to rescind the policy was adopted as 
follows. 
 
MOVED BY M. Lynch-Taylor, SECONDED BY S. Bobka 
That Board Policy ES-3.9, Arts Program, be rescinded. 

CARRIED 
 
A copy of the policy is appended to the minutes as Appendix B. 
 
MOVED BY A. Lloyd, SECONDED BY A. Carouso 
That the Committee move into the In-camera session (7:17 p.m.). 

CARRIED 
 
Following discussion of an In-camera matter, the Committee returned to the Open 
Session Agenda (7:55 p.m.). 
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Board Policy ES-1.7, Nutrition 
 
J. Leclerc, Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, presented Board Policy ES-1.7, 
Nutrition, initially established in 2010.  A review was undertaken in accordance with 
Board policy, to ensure that all current Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health 
requirements continue to be reflected.   
 
It was reported that the review resulted only in minor housekeeping changes being 
made.  Trustee comments and questions were received.  It was indicated that the 
Administrative Regulation that supports the policy contains more specific details 
regarding the expectations on how the policy is to be administered in schools. 
 
A recommendation was adopted that the policy be approved as revised a follows. 
 
MOVED BY A. Lloyd, SECONDED BY S. Patterson 
That Board Policy ES-1.7, Nutrition, be approved as revised. 

CARRIED 
 
A copy of the policy is appended to the minutes as Appendix C. 
 
Changes to the Kindergarten Program 
 
J. Leclerc, Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, reported that The Full-Day Early 
Learning Kindergarten Program has been in draft form since 2010 until the release of 
the final version in the Spring of 2016.  The program continues to support an intentional, 
play-based program for learning, and mandatory implementation of the program began 
in September 2016.  Most of the curriculum expectations are exactly the same as the 
draft, and where changes have been made, the purpose of the expectation is similar. 
 
An overview of the changes was provided, indicating that one significant change is in 
the way that The Kindergarten Program (2016) is organized.  The program is no longer 
organized by subject area (i.e. language, mathematics, arts, science, physical 
education, social and emotional development).  Instead, curriculum expectations have 
been organized into the following four frames: 
 

 Belonging and Contributing; 
 Self-Regulation and Well-Being; 
 Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics Behaviours; and 
 Problem Solving and Innovating. 

 
These frames allow for a more integrated approach to learning through play, with a shift 
in focus on teaching, to a focus on learning, where learning guides the teaching. 
 
In addition to this program, a Kindergarten Addendum to Growing Success was also 
released in the Spring of 2016.  The addendum supports the changes in The 
Kindergarten Program (2016) and also aligns assessment, evaluation and reporting 
practices from Kindergarten – Grade 12. 
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The Kindergarten Addendum to Growing Success includes templates for a Provincial 
“Communication of Learning” (report card) which will be completed three times a school 
year.  This Communication of Learning will offer observations, without evaluation, of 
student growth in learning and next steps, and will share student learning with families 
in each of the four frames referenced above.  The first Communication of Learning will 
be sent home to Kindergarten families in the Winter of 2017, and information will be 
provided to parents in advance. 
 
It was indicated that all educator teams (teachers and educational assistants) will 
receive a half-day of professional learning at the September 30, 2016 Professional 
Activity Day.   In addition, an online Kindergarten group has been established to 
encourage ongoing communication, collaboration and professional learning about these 
changes.  Board resources will be created and professional learning opportunities will 
continue to be offered to Kindergarten teams, including teachers, early childhood 
educators, planning time teachers, principals and vice-principals.   
 
Indepth discussion was held and questions of clarification were addressed.   
 
MOVED BY D. Lloyd, SECONDED BY S. Bobka 
That the Changes to the Kindergarten Program Report, dated September 20, 2016, 
be received for information. 

CARRIED 
 
Voluntary Fall Opportunity for the Online Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT) 
 
J. Leclerc, Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, reported that during the 2016-
2017 school year, EQAO will be implementing the first full scale digital version of the 
OSSLT.  There are two dates when students may attempt the digital OSSLT; a 
voluntary opportunity morning/afternoon on October 20, 2016 or morning/afternoon on 
March 30, 2017. 
 
All Grade 10 students and all re-writing students are eligible to participate in the 
voluntary October 20, 2016 session.  If students are successful during their attempt on 
the October 20th test, they will have fulfilled their literacy graduation requirement.  If 
students are unsuccessful, they will still be eligible to write on March 30th.  This means 
that Grade 10 students will have two possible attempts while they will still be considered 
“First Time Eligible”.  Students who participate in the October 20th test will receive their 
results in January 2017, which will assist those students who were not successful in 
preparing for their next attempt.   
Principals and Vice-principals were provided with a ½ day briefing on all information 
provided by EQAO, to help them begin their planning prior to the beginning of the 2016-
2017 school year.  In addition, all schools sent 4-6 member teams to a professional 
learning and planning session on September 15, 2016 to further define their plans for 
organizing both implementations of the OSSLT, as well as consider how to best support 
all students in their literacy skill development.  Discussion continued regarding current 
supports that are in place to assist students in their ability to complete the test, as well 
as any additional interventions that may be required.   
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Additional discussion ensued and questions of clarification were addressed.  
 
MOVED BY A. Lloyd, SECONDED BY A. Carouso 
That the Voluntary Fall Opportunity for the Online OSSLT Report, dated 
September 20, 2016, be received for information. 

CARRIED 
 
Future Meeting Dates 
 
Future meeting dates for the 2016-2017 school year were reviewed.  The next regular 
meeting of the Program Review Committee will be held in the Boardroom at the Education 
Centre, 1994 Fisher Drive, Peterborough, at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 12, 2016. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOVED BY S. Patterson, SECONDED BY A. Caruso 
That the meeting be adjourned (9:11 p.m.). 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
Cathy Abraham 
Chairperson of the Board and 
Acting Committee Chairperson 


